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8. Covi l l e ,  0-179799, 6G2nd 30& Sq, 398th aoih Group (3) on combat 
Ir.iosion t o  M l z s n ,  Czechoslo;-skia, 25 April, 1945. 

I -.E fly:s;,lg ir! A i r c r d t  9-17r3- 44-8530, which x'ss t h e  .:3. four ( 4 )  sh ip  

i n  t h e  l o w  P l m e r t  of t h e  h fgh  squadror! on a cm-bat  nlsslon t o  P i l z e n ,  

2ze-hoslooakia on 25 B ? ? i l  1945. 

t r . rge t  I heard someom 

f1yii.g on c:ir r i g h t  wing -atis zein; dom.. 

t ? e  p lsne  w i t h  t h e  f:c. f o u r  (4 )  engine af'irr ieave th.? f o r n a t i o n  snd drop 

abouk five h u d r e d  (590) f e e t  under cxr o 'm a i r p l a I x .  

,s%out t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  seconds ?nd the;? s t a r t e d  t o  t ' r ,  a m  s t i l l  under c o x t r o l .  

A f t e r  t hey  h j  droppe? what I t'nougtt t o  b e  zUout m o t h e r  2000 f e e t  t he  -&ng 

f a i l  o f f  a n d  t h e y  starter; t o  spin in. 

t h e  a i r p l a n e  b l e w  u?. 5efo re  they s t a r t e d  s p i r i n g  I couctcd two chutes and 

and two more while  t h e y  a-ere i n  a s?in. 

a l s o  sac +mt mi,-ht hara  been two a x e  a l though  it - 8  dif:'fcult t o  t-li f o r  

certei? 9 s  t : 7 ~ y  war? over R i3-iite c i o u i  3t -.;;e tj.ne. 

Severdl mim~t . s s  af te r  h a v i q  ~+=.ssed the  

on ti?.: in te r2hoze  tha t  "V" f o r  Vic tor  n.h~ v 9 ~  

I s m z  z y  tVr0t omr anel saw 

They s t a j g d  t h e r e  f o r  

X k u t  fi-:e ( 5 )  o r  t e n  (10) E ~ C O ~ ~ S  l a t e r  

These f o u r  I am svre of m e i q  b u t  I 

&' .. 



Vki.1.: on a cm3at aizrlsn t o  P i l z e z ,  Czec?.;CslovaMa, on 25  A p r i l ,  1945, I 

??as fl;-iq as Tail !Xnl?er in A l r c r s f t  2-17? 

r'i-ze (5) s h i p  of the  hizh elsmerl+ i c  t h e  !?<gk SpR3rCn. 

Two s i n u t e s  af ter  t h e  bwJb run t h e  N3. fcur (4) engins  of"V f o r  V i c t o r "  ( b 1 7 G  

43-?50^52) !-.a? P i m r f f i c  f i r e  ssused  f r m  s flak .hiL ir. t h e  r i gh t  d n g .  

p i : ? t  sLlpped 3 u t  ef t h e  f o r m t i o r .  eir? f f a t h c r e d  t h e  p o p l l e r .  

seemed 50 go ou t  bu t  the?. s t a r t e d  &gain. 

t h e  skzp being  d i r e c t l y  under our  giane. 

a ;l.e..r 37.- plP? descript!.Cn O f  

c m e  o? a d  P rem seconds later t h e  explos ion  followed. 

c h u t e s  I h L :  V f2r ' i l K 0 r "  open ana &ift t o  t h e  f i ve  (5) o'clcck ;cs '_tior.  

Ye Lhon ~ a r i r  b tu?. azd t h a t  i s  a l l  I saw. 

44-3644, wnich v & s  t h e  P!uicoer 

The 

::le flanea 

After t h g t  I S P . ~  30 more due t o  

The 3a! l  T u r r e t  Gumer  t h e n  gave 

'' f o r  Vjctor" blowiing up. The r i g h t  r l r g  

I saw r'o7Jr (4) 

R 



strtenent concerning a i r c r a f t  B-17G 43-38652, pilot, 2nd L t  Paul 
A. C o v i l l e ,  0-779799, 602nd B G c b  Sq, 398th Emb lkoup (B) on oambrt 
mi s s ion  to prlz9n, Czecbaslovakie., on 25 Apr i l ,  1945. 

I ORB fl3eng 6s Tail @mer i n  a i r c r a f t  3-17G 42-102593, whicb 1R8 tine 

canber  : M e  (3) s h i p  i n  the  low element of the high squadron. nhilq on aa 

o p e r a t i o n a l  mi s s ion  over P i k e = ,  Czrchoflom!sia,  on 25 Apr i l ,  1945. 

A i r c r a f t  "V f o r  Victor"  (3-17G 43-38652), a f t e r  paas ing  t i e  t u g " t  

on tl-e second bomb run, hac? i t ' s  cu'ber four (4) e n g i r e  SIaQking. The phne 

kep t  E; ir. fom'a t ion  for about four (4; o r  f ive (5) minuzes ard then dropped 

5ack  for a fs-x Ern-stes. 

formnt ion  and a t  this t i m e  t h e  engine imme2iately caught  f i re ,  burning the 

r i g 5 t  flap complctely,  before  he dropped Corm. As so02  a s  the engine  caught  

firc I no t i ced  the b a l l  t r r w e t  gunner w h i p  the t.v-ret ir to a F o s i t i o r  where 

it e7peared he could e a s i l y  get aut. I a l s o  no t i ced  t k ?  +ail W e r  r i p  off 

his oxygen mask and he appeared t o  be  heading  toward the  t 0 8 e  of the €U p .  

T5e Flsne desomded r a p i d l y  for %bout t w o  (2) 51: three (3) thousand feet 

ard then t h e  r i g h t  wing  KLLS tom o f f  fyom the  n m b e r  four (4) e q i n e  back. 

The plane immaciiately m n t  i n t o  a s p i n  and I soon l o s t  3 gh t  of it. I did 

The 2 L l z t  P i ~ d l y  brought  t h e  alrcrsft v.p nit% t h e  

n o t  e m  any parachutee.  

EWJIY 3 m E ,  12147548 
Sgt  - 602ad. Somb Sqcadron 
TG .- B-17G z-'-102533 





i qp tcx i l - a t e ly  t h r e e  (3)  d n u t e s  a f te r  1eadr.c t:?e t a r g e t  o c  t h e  secord 3 o ~ b  

r u ,  f‘lying i n  Lhe ntimber E v e  (5) s h i p  o f  t h s  h igh  a lerezt  !.L t h e  high Squed- 

ron, I looked through tk nose o f  ou: plane 922 saw “?’ f a r  V ic to r”  (2-17s 45- 

33652) lmsizg a l t i t ude .wi th  t h e  number f o u r  (-1) engice  an fire. -3rt 3f t h e  

s l e r m  had been, sho t  e a y  and fla?o was c m i x g  fran t h e  e n g i n e  C O T 9 r k 3  t h e  

I sew t h e  Xo. f o u r  (4) engine f e a t h e r e d  and the plane  ap- 

m3 nem’mrs 3f t h e  c r m  piaped as ti-s piane l o s t  

wid th  o f  the v $ q ,  

peared t o  be unddr c o n t r o l .  

s l t i t u d t  ez?. I SEY t he  c h c t e s  oper. Tkc r e s t  o f  t!m crew he.? a ~ ~ 7 - 9  t i n e  t o  

leave tI-2 plane and I c.or.deied x:?y the:- t idc’ t .  As t b r  p l e e  y a d c a l l j .  l o s t  

a l t i h r l e ,  t h e  f i r e  q p c s r e d  t o  go o u t  sommb3t and I tiiocght f o r  e 5orr.ent it 

had gone o u t  c o q l e t c l y  - t h e c  it ble-ed 21: again.  

t o r e  off‘ a t  the engine. 

t i m  I saw n r e  x r c  chiite ope” 3s a crew qember l e f t  t h e  plane.  I w o d d  say 

the p l a c e  nade a t  l e a s t  f i c s  (5) or s i r  (E) c c z 3 l e t c  turns, t!!er hl-w up. 

P-ex it exploded I saw one c r e 7  nember ‘elm away c f f  t o  t h e  riglht and .his 

c h u t e  caened. 

I t  nas t h e c  t h a t  t h e  ~fi-cg 

The ~luns ?t%r%d t o  SpiE 3 u t  cf  c o r t r o l  and a t  t h i s  

E.? w s  e r idec t ly  b l o m  o u t  d u r t x g  the expl08k2. 

. ,. & , -  ,. 
EXAR3 2.  SSLTCE, C)-2069+?S 
2nd Lt - 602nd Sqrradror 
Boabardler - B-17G 44-9644 
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