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EufeiGaRTIAL

Statement concerming aircreft 3-17G 43-383652, Pilot, 2rd Lt Paul
A. Coville, 0-779799, 602nd Bomb Sq, 398th Bomb Group (Xv) on combat
nission to Pilzen, Czechoslovskia, 25 April, 1945.

T wos flying 3in Adrcralt B-17C 44-8500, which was the .3, four (4] ship
in the low elamernt of the high squadron on a combat mission to Pilzen,
Tzechoslovakia on 25 2pril 194t.  Severdal minutcs after having pessed the
terget I heard someorne say on the interphone that "V" for Victor who was
Tlyingz on cur right wing was goin; down. I swunz my turret over end saw
the plane with the ¥e. four (4) engine afire leave the formation and drop
about five hupdred {(S0C) feet under our om airplare. They stayed there for
ahout thirty {30) seconds end thexn started to o dovam still under control.
After they had dropped what I thought to be avout arother 2000 feet the wing
fell off and thev started to spin in. About five (5) or ten (10) seconds later
the airplane blew up. 3efore they started epinning I courted two chutes and
and two more while they were in & spin. These four I am sure of seeing but I
also saw what mizht have beer two more although it wes difficul%t to *:11 for

certsin as they were over a vhite clour 3t  le tinme,
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EUCEXC & WRCR WL 36€57553
Szt, €6C2nd Domb Squadiron
3TZ, IZ-17C 44-8500,.




Statement concerniry aircraft B-17G 43-38652, Pilo%, 2rd Lt Paul o
L. Coville, 0-77S7€92, 802rd Bomp Sg, 3981k 3omt Croup (FV) on combat :
mission to Pilzen, Czechoslowwkia, 28 April, 1945.

Py

'éf; Vhile on a combat mi=zsiosn to Pilzern, Czecheslovakie, on 25 april, 1945, 1
was flying as Tail Gunner ip Aircralt 3-170 4i-3644, wnich wos the Nuuwber
five {5) ship of the high element ir the high Sguadren.
> Two minutes after the boub run the No, fcur (4) engine of"V for Viector" ( B-17G
43-38852) had 3 terrific fire caused from a flak hit in the right W ng. The

piint slipped sut of the formation urd feathered the propeller. The {lames

o seemed o go out but then started &zain. After thst I sew 20 more due to
.
b - . . -
the ship heing Qirectly under our piane. The Ball Turret Gunner then gave
s a plevr v play description of "™ V for Vitor" blewing up. The right wireg .
~ o came 0. and 1 few seconds later the explosion followed. I saw four (4) L

chutes from "V Zor Victor” open and érift to the five (5) o'cleock gesition.

Wa Lhen made & turm end that is all I saw.
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' Stateme nt comcerning aircraft B-17G 43-38652, pPilot, Znd Lt Faul

A. Coville, 0-772795, 602nd Bomb Sq, 398th Bonb Eroup (Bv) on combat
mission 4o Pilzen, Czechoslovakie, on 25 4pril, 194°.

I was flyinz as Tail Gunner ir eircraft 3-17G 42-102093, which was the
rumber three (3) ship in the low element of the high squadron, while on an
operationsl mission over Pilzen, Czechoslovekia, on 25 April, 1945.
Alreraft "V for Victor" (B-17G 43-38652), after passing tne targst
on tre second bomb run, had it's rumber four (4) engire smoking. The plane
kept up ir formstion for atout four (4] or five (&) mirutes ard then dropped
back for a few mirnutes. The pilet firally brought the aircraft vp v th the
formation and at this time the engine immediately caught fire, burning the 5;‘
.;v right flap completely, -efore he dropped down. s soon as The enginme caught |
fire 1 noticed the ball turret gumnsr whip the turret ir 1o a position where
it eppeared he could easily get out. I also notized the tail gumner rip off
his cxygen mask and he appeared to be heading toward the rnose of the chip.
The plane desoemded rupidly for about two (2) or three (3) thousand feet
e,; : ard then the right wing was torn off from the number four (4) engine back.
The plane immediately went into a spin and I svon lost o4 ght of it, I did

not see any parachutes.
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B ELVIN STERN, 12147548
- Sgt - 6§02nd Romb Squadron
:;- TG - B«l7G ..=-102533
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" GUSFIDERTIAL
Ststement conserzing aire:: 7t B-17G 43-38652, rilot, nd Lt Paul 4.

Coville, C-779792 602nd Bwx.: 8q, 398th Bemd Group (Ev) en eombat
mission to Piltem, Czechoslovakia, 285 Aprii, 1945,

Flying tireraft D170 “2~102585 the ¥o. 3 skip in the low elemsnt o the

Xizh Squndrea, lst "A" Qreup, on the nission to Pilsam, Caechoslovakis, oa
the 28tk of April, 1945, I wes in a pesition to ebssrve the following cesur-
rances to t.e siroraft M-17G 43-38652;
After lesaving the target for the sssond time I noticed gray meocke which ap-
peared tc come “rom the supersharger sectisz of Coville's nmber faur (4)
sngine. It was not hoavy and only slightly moticeable. After a coupls of
minutes it becams samawhet heavier so I droke radic silence to inmfors Cevills
of his predicament and received mo reply. I drew my plams oloser amd tried
%0 sigpal with my handg amd xy astions. The Co-Pilot looked like he kmew
what I was talking about. They dropped gat of fermation abeut four (4)
plane lsnghts for abdout tw ninutes then pulled dask up iz pesitiem.
Afier adesut three more minutes thw sacke becaxe scnewhat heavier aad abeut -
the very instasmt that the featherizg buttem was pushed ths emtire inboard
wisg was adlaze, The blaze immedintely sarried awey the wing Ziap amd purt
of the underside of the wing, BSecing 2z wing ablase I pelloa out swmy frea
hiz a3 he settlod back and down away from the formation 12 lavel flighs. I
informed the Squsdron Leacdar of the happemings amd teld my tail gummer e
observe 2ll cther setiorns. He related the eatire story to me swer the ine
terrisne, From the time I first notised his turde zmcking urtil he laft &he
formatiom with his wirg 2dlase approxdimately fifteer or xore miammtes had
slapsed,
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Statement concerning eircreft B-17G 43-383852, Pile%, 2nd Lt Feul

A, Coville, C-779799, €02né 3omt 3g, 398th 3omd Group (Hv) ox combat
mission to Pilzen, Czachoslovakia, 2% April, 1945,

-

Apprewimately three (3) minutes alter leavirg the taréet on the second ocomb
run, flying in lhe number five (8) ship of the high element in the hizh Squed-
ron, I locked through the nose of our plane and saw "V for Victor" (P-17G 43~
33652) loosing altitude,with the number four (!) engine on fires Fart of the
Aileron had beer shot eway and flame was coming fron the engine coverirg the
width of the Wing. I sew the Xo. four (4) engine feathered and the plane ap~
peared to be unddr control. Twd memdsrs of the crew jumped as ths plane lost
altitude and I sev the chutes open. The rest of the crew had ample time to
leave the plane and I wondered why the;- didn't. As tre plane zradually lost
alti+-ude, the fire eppeared to go out somewhat and I theught for a2 moment it
had gone out completely - them it blezed up again. It was ther that the wirg
tore off at the engine., The rlane star%ed to spin out of cootrol and at this
time I saw one mcre chiute open ag a crew member left the plane. I would say
the plare made at least five (5) or six (€) scmplete Surns, then blaw up.
Wrern it exploded I saw cpe crew member tlown away cff to the right and his

chute cvoened. B2 vas eviderntly blown out during the explosica.

ECWARD . SEKELTCY, 0=2068475
énd Lt - £02nd Ttembd Squedron
Bombardier - B=177 44~-8644
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JOIAZ? ACCCTYT ¥Y PIIOT AXD OC-PILOT

A/C was Mt by flak ever ths target, Just defers ilmt the

srew was vatching ansthar 4/C go 40vm, Tho Bail Tarret Gewmor

celled te thy crsy that gagelipe was streaming eut of #4

ogine - as they tzied to festhor $4, the wing sselise coaght

fire and a sectien of the wing was dDlswm off, The srov calied

and ssked if taey were te bdeil out, The Pilst said No¢ - imaammach

as be st11l had ocentrol ef the AfC ppd thay would try to malm it

te Zricadly lines which wren't for awmy. Shertly after Umt

the wing duskled and the Plist gove the sxder %te dail aus. %The

Ball Tarret Gunxer had hrrness and peracimte en bas one log strxp

wns w2faatesed, the Redio Uporater uas helping him fagtem it,

™o £/C 2xpledod tho secend 3ia3e zad dHlew the Pllot eut. After

the Pile$ got eut the 4/C expledead tix third time, ALl =aa,
sxospt the Bell Turrot Oummsr, sre xewn te huve yosched the gromnd P
anéd have getten zafely inSe Allled kemde, Yith excepsion eZ- _
2al1l Tarret Gurner sad Redie Opermtjer 21l bove returned to Sase; R
the Radio Oporatiex is in s haapital en the Doatinent being treated R
far cat hand. the Bpll Turret (ummer iz Kisaimg in Aetion.
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INDIVIDUAL C/S7 . (TSSTICITIIRS
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