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SL.J':CT: 3epart .s  of 3 e a t h  

Chief , Se_s:u&lty Sranch,.,53 
/ 

I. Tbe fo l lowing  -ir Corps ge r sonne l  were r o ? o r t c l  missing ia s z t i s r ,  
8 A3r11. 1945 over  "Jr?.any, i ihi le  i n  f l y i 3 2  pay s t : . . t u e ,  by Z O  Cssuo l ty  Card 
ShiglrFint KO. 103: 

- 1st i t  Jil1hm 5 .  ;.'ells, Jr. 0 lZ?4C65 
2d L t  SeDrSe c. b:;inroc, U'r. 0 2.3 7 S 1% 
T S s t  3511 ';:ickens 552.55567 
3 S g t  Clement .:. Lesca le  3 & 5 C l l C , '  
S g t  J ack  E. Bouch 356G67E4 

-. :.:issing .-iir Crex kepcrt  15514, s u b m i t t e e  by t h e  3SEth B3c-bardcEnt 
CroGp, 6COth 3ornbtrd.m.ent Sr;uedron, d a t e d  15 -=gr i l  194.5, r e p o r t s  t h e  l o s s  of 
2 2-17G s i r c r ? f t ,  s e r i a l  n m b e r  44-E3276, on  8 ,qril 1945, n e a r  Ster ldel ,  
SerriEny. The crew of t i e p l a n e  was a s  follows: 

01264G 55 1st L t  K i l l i a m  E. ; ; e l l s ,  'tr. 

1st L t  Thomas C l z r k  0e55ae2 
2d L t  3eorge C. Xunroe 02073194 
S Sgt.  Clement -. Lssca le  38501 183 
T S g t  3ill ;;ickens 35255337 
S S g t  Yarion 3. 5amil ton 34606161 
S e t  -9oberf A. Teffipleton 9S621072 
S g t  m a r  2. Coiemm 38524842 
S g t  J a c k  E. .;roush 35606784 
S S g t  Lheman S. Klein  53897173 

T 

The a i r c r a f t  aas l a s t  seen a t  5@ degrees  45 m i m t e s  n o r t h ,  12 degrecs  5 .  
rninutes ebst abgut  ch ree  m i n u t e s  a f t r r  bombs eway aver  t h e  t z rge t  a t  Cerbs 
Gemany.  The  p lane  wss h i t  by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e ,  badly damdgir?? t5e l e f t  
VI:*-. i c n o r d i n g  t o  S t a f f  Sorgsant  Earry J.  Dover, 14135617, who wi tnessed  
t h e  h i t  T h e  s h i p  went i n t o  a s n i n  P t  4 o 'v lock  an6 then exploded b e f o r e  i 
h i t  t h e  ground.  One eye-witness reported t h a t  t h e  5 a l l  T w r c t  Gunner sta 
o v e r  t h e  in te rphone  t h a t  oile y r a c h u t e  was seen  lenviLf  t h z  s h i p ,  a l though  
t h e  o t h e r  Lyi tnessess tc te?  they  hadn ' t  s een  any.  

3. O f  thecrew,  Sergeant  xobe r t  -4. T e q l e t o n ,  39621072, hss r e tu rned  
t o  d u t y ,  2nd F i r s t  Lieu5enant  Thorns A. C l a r k ,  0855482, Sergeant  Lamar ,2 
ColeEsn, 38524642, S t s f f  Sergeant. Xarion B. Xamilton, 34606181, and Staff  
Sergizf i t  Sherman S. K l e i n ,  33897173 have been r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  in a c t i o n .  

4 .  Report: of Eurip.1 (2J.Z F o r m  :-G%) r e p o r t  r e - b u r i a l  on 30 April 
1 S 4 5  i n  " l o t  11, US h.; i l i te?rp Cemetctry, S a r g r a t e n ,  Holland,  of t h r e e  i d e n t i -  
f i e d  and four u n i d e n t i f i e d  deceesed,  d i s i n t e r r e d  from a cornon greve  near 
Krusemrk,  Sermznj.. A11 of t h e  bod ies  hed been recovered from a 9-17 type 
plane beeying t h e  n m b e r  "46%76" as6 the l e t t e r  i n s i C e  a t r i a n g l e  and 
h ~ d  been b u r i e d  b y  t h e  Germtms. T h e i d e r t i f i e d  bodies  were t h o s e  of Stzff  
Sergeants  %ailton s n d  Klei.n, and  S c r g e a n t  Cclenan. The u n i d e n t i f i e d  bodie 
were d e s i c n a t e d  Unkrtoans X-356, X-359, S-566, 2nd Y-957 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  O f  
these f o u r ,  only Uzknown X-358 hsd any c l u e  t o  i ~ e n t i f y .  T h i s  body had 
'IT. A. Clark" pa in ted  i n  w h i t e  i n s i d e  t h e  fl.:iEK Sodts .  

n 
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- 
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' 4. A l&ter'=;FT'F;1-8-E from Eeedqusr:ers, Army A i r  F k r c e i ,  Zated 7 
TSeptembsr 1945, a d d r e s s &  t o  the COC!mfldiRe; - o f f i c e r ,  1090 iAP91J 3FS 3etzch-  
,!merit, Senta  hlonica, C a l i f o r n i a  , reques ted  t h a t  S e r g e a r t  Robert A. Tenple ton ,  

J 29621072, be  i n t e r r o g a t e d  r ega rd ing  h i s  knov:ledge of t h e  f a t e  of h i s  f e l l o w  
crew members. F o u r t h  Indorsement t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  de t ed  8 blovenber 1945, 
r e l a t e d  informat ion  obte ined  from Sergeant  Tezg le ton  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

,' "The l e f t  winE vias  da.mqe3 t o  such a n  e x t e c t  t h h t  i t  t o r e  loose  f r o s  t he  
I f u s e l a g e  c f  t h e  p lhne ,  and the  s h i p  went  i n t o  z b a r r e i  r c l l ,  o u t  of forma- 
! t i o n ,  losing a i t i t u d e  v e r y  r a p i d l y .  Set Tenple ton  hsd his partichute or. a t  
' t h e  t ime and mtinzged i o  cl imb up t h e  r i b s  of t h e  i n t e r i 3 r  of - h e  p l a n e  and 
: gof out  a t  t h e  waist door  which had blown open e f t e r  t h e  s h i p  s t a r t e d  f a l l -  
; i ng .  Ee gul led  h i s  r ip-cord  as s3oc u s  poss i c l e  a n d  m d e  o ~ l y  two o r  th ree  

swings  i n  h i s  pasacha te  b e f o r  he h i t  + h e  p o u n d ,  xh ich  l ebds  him t o  t h e  
! conc lus ibn  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  i t s e l f  was a t  tl r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  a l t i t u d e  when he 
1 l e f t  it. lempleton was c a p t c r e l  a l r rost  k x e d i e t e l y ,  b u t  h5 d i d  see t h e  
i p lane  about 200 f e e t  away where i t  crashed .  E e s t a t c s  tht, it  was burning 
! and t h e  a m - u n i t i m  wesexpldding ,  which prevented anyone froa g e t t i n g  c l o s e  
. t o  it. iYhi1e he h a s  no d c f i n i t e  p r o o f ,  he segs t h a t  ! IF is m n v i n c e d  i n  h i s  
i own mind t h a t  t h e  rerrzineder of  thecrev: were k i l l ec? ,  e s  none of t5erii had 

t h e i r  p a r a c h u t e s  o? when t h e  .;:in3 t a p e  l o o s e ,  knE t h e v  '.:aulr! no t  fivve hac? 
: t ime  t o  e t  t h e i r  pa rachu tes  and b a i l  out  p r i o r  t o  t h e  p lane  c rash ing .  Ze a furth.Fr s t 3 t f d  t h s t  t h e  s h i p  had burnee an2 :vas l i t e r i a l l y  s ~ e s h s d  t3 pj.ece 

/- 6.  

,' t h e  renlains of three i d e n t i f i r 3  bodies  2nd f o c r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  boc?ies which 

n 

i 

The s t  tment mat!e by Serceant  'TenFle ton .  l a v e s  n3 r e a s o c s b l e  doubt  
t h e t  a l l  of t h e  r e m i n i n g  mercbers of t h e  crew w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h o  e x p l o s i o n  
asci f i r e  fo l lowing  t h e  crash.  T h i s  i s  f u r t h e r  cozfiruied by t h e  recoveyy of 

' o n l y  s e f e n  b o d i e s  were rec3vored from t h i s  comon s r e v e  is not  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
- ~ ~ .-. 1 

i a t  a i l  u n l i k e l y  t h t t .  t h e  o t h c  t w 3  S c d i 2 s  were completely bur i i td  o r  b h w n  
i 

c r a s h ,  inasmuch 2 s  zcrgear. t  Tenpletcn r e p o r t s  t k . t  he  could no t  even  g e t  
~ c l c s e  t o  t h q i e n e  bechuse o f  t h e  f i r e  %ne ezplosing m u n i t i o r . .  I t  is not  I 
I 

.' t o  p i eces .  

7 .  i t  i s  reco;r,nended t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  p r s u a r i t  t o  a u t h i j r i t y  c s n t a i n e d  
i i n  S e c t i o n  S, h. i  .sin@: i e r s o c s  d t ,  the ? ' zxgJ i z& i n r o m a t i o l z  be accepted  2s 
i a n  o f f i c i t i l  r e p o r t  o f  e s h t k  an2 t S d L  c r ; s u d t y  r e p o r t s  b e  i n i t i e o t e d  s t 2 t i a E  

t h e t  t h e  ,.ir Corgs XeTso. n e 1  i i s t e d  i n  ?aregxph  1 v i c e  k i l l e d  i n  h z t i o n  8 
i . . r i l  1S45 near  A r a s e E r k ,  demcEy,  x h i l e  i r ?  flying p3y sthtzs; t h - t  evidecc 

:, of t h e i r  d e s t h  &as r ece ived  i n  t h e  ,;ar 3epsrt:IIent 4 GecErcber 1945, t 
' Yachlne L e t t e r  S9-1 will be used. 

r- -- 
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1st Jnd. -?m4!;l?dl 
Hi xkr" LQiSTXIBbTION STATION 3, Santa Lonice., Cnlifornia, S Octcber 1945. 

TC: Ccmmending Officer, 2~r-t  Misso-Ala, Lontacs. 

1. It is undsrstood t h s t  Sergeant T m p l e t o n  has  b-cr. hospitalized 
your s%at ion  since 7 A u p s t  1945. 

T 2. rnmarded fcr ccr.;liance wit:? basic COmmunication. 

202 '?-a G&,c:A&J;SIHG Gz:'FICF,'d: 

" 

Ad j u t a n t  

3rd Ind. RSSAJ/& Eq AAF' R e d i s t r i b u t i o n  Sta #3, Ssnta Msnica,CaUf, 5 BOT 1945, 
-~ - _  - 

TB: Commanding Gane=.aTr, ALII Rac?istributisn S ta t ion  Bo. 4, Saota 
Ana, C s l i f o r n l a .  

Subject e n l i s t e r !  nan t x n s k e r r e d  y c * m  cornand pel. paramap3 11, 
Special  Ordar 257, thfs haedquarfers, d s t s d  1 2  OctoSer 1%5, 



. 
; /  



SUBJECT: Sergeant Robert A. Tscpleton, 396210'72 

To: Cormanding Officer 
1030 A.A.F.B.U. B.P.S. Detachment 
Santa Wollfca, California 

1. This headquarters I s  i n  repeat for details of the statu- of 
Lieutenant Williaa E. Wells Jr., 01284065, pilot cf an aircraft, B-176, 
Serial Bunber 44-832'76, which disappeareO 8 April 19*, o ~ e r  &many. 

2. Request t b t  you interrogate Sergeant EoSert  A. Templeton, 
396210'?2. right w i n g  gtumcu of the above aircraft, and fonmrZ to this  
headquarters any Information he may have concerning tne clrcmstances 
of the s5atus of Lientenent Yells. or any other members 02 the crew, and 
a%- other details he l~ey k n o w  re@rdfng the Usappearance of this aircraft. 

If. H. 2 i B D  
Xajor, A i r  Corps 
Chief,  Yotification Section 
pc)r3c!:a1 &fairs Branch 
ac/as -I 

i \ 

. .  .. - 



17 Oct 45 

SmJECT: 

M : Conmanding Officer 
1030 LUU Base Unit 
R.P.S. Detachment 
Santa Monica, Celifornia 

Sgt. Robert A. Templetcn, 39621072 

1. This headquarters i s  i n  request fo r  d e t a i l s  of the s ta tus  
of Lisutenant W i l l i a m  E. Wells, Jr., 01284065, p i l o t  of an a i rc raf t ,  
B-17C, Se r i a l  number &&-832.76, which disappeared S A p r i l  1945, over 
Germany. 

2. Request that you interrogate subject enl is ted rum, r igh t  
w a i s t  gunner of the  above a i r c r a f t ,  and forward t o  this headqwrters 
any information he may have concerning the circumstances of the s ta tus  
of Lieu tezn t  Piells, o r  aqr other members of the crew, end any other 
de t a i l s  he may knor r e g a r d i q  the disappearance of t h i s  a i rc raf t .  

3. This i s  second request for above information. Request ccm- 
pliance wi th  l e a s t  pr tc t icable  delay. 

BY CDM?lAND OF GFuNFK4L AZ?CLD: 

0 W#- 0. 
m:. D. SA?lDERS 
Major, A i r  Corps 
P.ctg,’Chief, Bo*,ification Secticn 
Personal Affairs  Branch 
Personal Services Division, AC/AS-l 
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. 
N a m  of crew member: 
Rank: 
Serial number: 33897178 
Posi t ion :  Crew (Eomber) or-[ HBI RQI 

K L 1 I x , ahorman 3. 

A 6 

Did he b a i l  out? - A4 . /A,C,’ 
< 

Where? I / J 
r 

If no t ,  why not? &>-& LJdzL7- A/#!/ &+&&&4 . 
Urf-&. 

Last con tac t  o r  conversation j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  a t  time of lose of p l a i e :  . 

Was he in jured?  F 

f ie re  was he when last  seen? ,,+ P -1 _. -- ,- A 

Any hcersay  i n f o m t  ion: / 

- 

- 

- Source : 

Any explana t ion  o f  h i s  f a t e  base& i L  p a r t  or wholly or. supnosirion: 
r 

-/e Y ~ / A ~  
\ 

4 l d  A / / - ,  p ‘ .. L /- 0 I 
/ -A - 

/ 

Tote1 ncnber o f  missicns o f  above crew nenber: 

Dates and d e s t t n a t i o n s  if possible:  

> 
~ 

? 



Namr: of c r c w  umber :  R O U R H ,  J&% 
?&: 6gs- 
Serial number: 366oe784 
Posi t ion :  Crew (Bomber) or -k: M 

Where? 

If not,  why not? cl t ’/ A d  ,.e& ,- & A w , d  ~ ‘ .  - 

->picccecJ“ Lrc’ ,/CLC+_ Last con tac t  cr conversa t ion  just prior to or at time or loss o”ane: 

Any hearsay  i n f o m t i o n :  Cy ’,? 

source : 

Any explana t ion  of h i s  fate based in part or rhollv on supposition: 
- * 
, &, 2 2  --- A& 

/ 
b /i & .  

Tota l  nmlber of missi-ons of above c r e w  member: /C! 
Dates and destinations i f  possible:  7 



Where? 

. 
Was he injured? f 

Where was he when last seen? 

Any hearsay informat ior :  

? 

"1 . ,. 
,- ~ -/ K.- L- 

Source : 

Any e q l a n a t i o n  af h t s  fat- based i n  part or wholly on supposit ion: 
T 

r 

-2 
" 

T c t a l  nunber o f  missions of above crew merbe-: /b  
Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  i f  poss ib le :  7 

6-3861, AF 



Namz of crew member: B A W  I L T O X ,  l l u i o n B .  
s/sgt - 

Serial number: ,swam 1 
I 

Posi t ion :  C r e w  (Eomberl 0-): BadiO -=&Or 

-b[ - A  .,m/ Did fie bail out? J 
- 

Where? J 
, i s - C 4 . 2 &  

t / -  

I 
I socrc5: 

~ 

h y  explana t ion  of h i s  f a t e  base? i n  part or wholly on supposition: 
I 

' 

1 Tota l  number of missions of above crew member: 9 I 
? 

~ 

Dates and des t inac ions  if  possible: 
I 

6-3861, AJ? 



Did he b a i l  out? yd 
There? 

If m t ,  why not? 

Last contact or conversation just prior t o  or  at time of loss of plane: 

-_ 

SoUJxe : 

Any explanation of hia fate based in  part or wholly 09 supposition: $ab, 

/ 
.y ~ 

// 
v I - r I 

missions cf above crew mmber: 

Gates and destinations if possible: --. 



If not, why nr-t? 

Last contact or conversation just prior t o  or at time of lose of plane: 

c_- 

W s s  he injured?- ? 

Kherz was he when l a s t  seen? <' /JM. &&-&?LA , I  w&, I 

, I ,  

Any hearsay information: / 

W e  Bo. 13914' 

N8Bm of crew member: 

Serial number: 
Position: Crew (Bomber) or 

-- 

source : \ 

Any explanation of h i s  fate based in part or rholly on supposition: 
F \ 1 

4. ,A A 4  *ld JLL 

Total number o f  missions of above crew member: d 9 
Dates and destinations if possible: r 

6-3861, 



If net,  why not? 2 

Last contact or conversation j u s t  pr ior  t o  or a t  t i m e  of loss  of plane: 
. 

was he i n j m d ?  ? 
Where was he when last 3een? */I& /// - 1  

., 7 ,  Any hearsay infonuat ion: - -  _ _  

source : 

Any explanation of h i s  fP.te based i n  part or wholly on supposition: 

Total  nuqber of missions 'of above crew member: 

Dates and d e s t i n a t i o n s  iL" p o s s i t i e :  

2 

- - 

6-3861, AF 



If not ,  why not?  - 
Last contac t  or  conversat icn j u s t  p r i o r  t o  or at time of l o s s  of plane: 

Was he in jured?  ,-) 
Where was he when' last seen? 

Any hearsay in fomat ion :  

f r 
1- d x  .& d b e  

- 

Source: -- 

Any sxplana t ion  of h i s  fate b ~ s e d  i n  part or wholly on supposi t ion:  
T 

L&.-UfiA- - - 1 - A d  7L/d'- A//- < \ 

/ 
+- , A  A .  

. Tota l  number of missions of above crew member: -- 
8 



h A -  ll a l e  EO' 13914 
* WIVTDJAL CAsrJALTY QUESTIOiNAIRE 

f 

Nana of cres merrber: Y S L L 8 ,Wl l l lem E. Jr. 

Ser ia l  number: O-l284065 
Position: Crew (Bomber) or-)': Pi lot  

Rank: lA/Lt. 

Did he b a i l  out? 

Where? -- 

If not, why not? 2 

Last cantact or conversation just prior  t o  or a i  time of lose of plane: 
I 

/ . A A  - U / t A -  

V a s  he injured? , 

d -K'.&?/Afl* 
r Where was he when last seek? 

Any hearsay inronnat'.an: -,A- / 

Source : 

Any erplanation of h i s  f a t e  based in  p a r t  or wholly on supposjtion: 

& b A  A I h c  . , 

Total number of Kissions .of above crew member: 

nates snd dest inat ions i f  possible: 



. CASUALTY ?Ll~TIoNNAI.IE 

/d 7 g  ' ; A /  Xank d 4 /  S e r i a l  p i o . l ~ d  2 -/. / 
C'J & 

1. Your name L e r T 4 ,  4 / 
( f u l l  name) ( f u l l  name) -++ -. .fa 

2. O r g a n i z a t i d  9 f  Gp Connnapder %nk U S q n  CO .> 

3. What year / 4  L/ f month -21% day p d i d  you go dom? 

42 What uas the  mission, I' , t a r g e t ,  , target 
' time, , a i t i t u d e ,  route  scheduled, 

i 

, r o u t e  flown 

5. I h e r e  were you mten you l e f t  formation? 

7. Did o the r  members 

5. Did you Sail out? 

8. Tell a l l  you know about when, where, hori each person in your a i r c r a f t  for whom no 
ind iv iaua l  ques t ionna i r e  is a t t w h e d  ba i led  out. 
gjve fac ts .  If you don't  know, sey: 

A crew l i s t  is at tached.  P lease  
"No Knowledge". -3 K- . . J, d o n  . 

/ r ~ '  

9. m e r e d i d  your a i r c r a f t  s t r i k e  the  ground? -4!&-&dbA, 

10. What members of your crew were in t h e  a i r c r a f t  when i t  s t r u c  
cross check wi th  8 above and individual  xues t ionna i r e s )  

11. w Where were they i n  a i rcraf t?  
---. . __ _. . -. 

12. Wh8.t was t h e i r  c o n d i t i m ?  -- 
13. When, where, and i n  what condi t ion  d id  you 1xt see any members not a l r eady  dea- 

cr ibed above? 

14. Please give any similar i n f o m a t i o n  on personnel of  any o t h e r  crew of which you 
have knowledge. I n d i c e t e  source of hformat ion .  - 


