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Samuel H. Palant ' lat Lt 0=684.54.3
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Co-Pilot Robert'R, Taylor 0-928953

Navigetor _ Mason B, Dicks /s 7134888
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Bombardier Nick Msrabeas 0=2068037
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Engineer Wilbur 36, Withrow 34609933

Radio Operator paul W BP% VWA / 37570764
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Waist Gunner _ Robart R. Sfandford 3/5gt 38536774

Waist Gunner  Orie J, Hedges - '~ 2nd Lt  0-585568
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10. Tail Gunner Byron B, Cunningham‘, g/gsgt 191338844
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No flak or enemy fighters,

See report of Lt, Falant
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Any other ramurks not coversd by above:
Eye witnesses were wery uncertain as to exactly what heppened to thée
Alreraft or crew and since Lt, Palant (Pilot) has returned, it was thought
best to use his statement of fact rether than take suprassitions of observing
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HE ADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 131

Qffice of the Intelligence Officer

18 April 1948

REPORT OF I'TERROGATION

Upon interrogation, Lt, Palant, Pilot of Alrcraft
Nunmber 44-8636X made the following statement!

" On the Mission uf April 13 to Nwamunster, Lt, Palant
end crew flying Deputyy leed of Group, et time of bombs away
Bomberdier thought bombdbs Ywd feollen, however Engineer on checking
notified Pilot ?Lt. Palant) that bombs had not gone wway, Pilot
told Ecmbardier not to release bombs until after target, however
by the time Pllot had finished speaking boubde hed already dropped,

About one minute after bombe dropped, there was a terrific explesion
underneath plane ( Pilot thought ship had been hit by enemy Jet A/C)
and entire ship peppered with bomb fragments, Tail Gunner (Lt, Hedges)
called that he had been hit either in the stomech or arm, 3By the tine
Pilot could send anyone beck to check on Tail Gunner, Engineer reported
entire right wing on fire,

Crew discipline wae oxcellent, Pilct requested all to remain
et stations until notified, then dove plene from 25,000 feet to
20,000 feet hoping to put out fire = however grs leakesge increased
blaze, At 20,000 feet Pilot notified créw what the situstion was and
celled Navigator esking which direction to head toward our lires after
bailing out, Pllot explained he was going to stay with ship ae long
as possible in order to get as near friendly territory and asked crew
what they wished to do, They wished to bail out so he told them to
go out, After they bailedout Pllot dove to 12,000 feet and leveled

out -~ wing burning worse than ever end entire sectiorns felling off,
Pilot riized he couldn!t stay with ship much longer so set the C-1

up and thean looked through nose end redio compartoent to see that
everymne was out, also called each positisn and recieved no enswers
80 knew everyone wes out, Decided to Jump from ?ilot hetch but Bomb-

bay doors opea so closed Bomd bay doorsbut they would not remain shut
so dédided to jump firom Bomdb bey, Straddled Bund Bay ond waited until

heet from fires beceme unbearsble and then juuped, Made 2 lelayed jump
of about 8,000 feet snd londed along edge of forsst, Pilot does not

know whet happened to rest of crew,” W

CHARLE® xndg,
Crptain, Ar Corps.
Assistent Intelligence Officer
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' Stptoment concerning missing aireraf't BL7G W4=8636, Pilot lst Lt Samuel H.
Palant, O0-684543, 601lst Bomb Sq, 398th Bomb Group \I'v), on combat mission
to Numunster, Germany, on 13 April, 1945.

On the 13th of April 1 wes on the reid over Numunster, and rig.t after
bombs away someone called out flak at 11 o' clock. I was in the ball tur-
ret, so I turmed my turret around and seen a 017 on fire. He started aswn
to the right, I watched him for a few minutes. One wan bailed out. He dro:.-
ped a long ways before he opened his chute, then one more came out. When
the plane got to about 10,000 feet four (4) more bailed out. It kept on go-
ing down when almost to the ground, two wore came out, making a total of
eight. Then the plane went into a spin and crashed into the ground. 1 then
Le PB)anr's
turned to 12 o'clock and saw another one going down at 12 o'clock low, 1 3
could see some smoke coming out of it, but no fire. Five men bailed out of
it. I watched the plane till it got around to 5 o'clock then it went out of

sight. I didn't see anyone else come out. The plane was still in the air

the last I saw of it.

Zsanil 22 222:

Frank M. Mackey, 33273887
Sgt -~ 600th Bomb Sgquadron
Btg, Bl7¢ u+-689g
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v Statement concerning mdssing Alrereft B-1706 44-363b, Iilot lst Lt
Samuel H. Palant, 0 943, OOlst Bomb Sq, 398th Bomb Group (Hv],
on combat mission to Nununster, Uermeny, om 13 April, 1945,

Durning the raid over Numunster on 13 April while flying No. J of the lead
element the low squadron, ebont & minute after bombs away, I heard F/0 Basego

oall over the interphons to watch out for a burning ship. I picked this plane

up at 3 o'clock and followed it down. One chute from the aft part of the ship
came out and opened iimediately. Then the tail surfaces blew off. Shortly

after that 1 saw two more chutes open, one of which was a delayed jump. The

No. 5 engine was on fire, flames seemed to consume the fuselage of the plane,

from the engine back to the radic room. I lost it below the cloud layers a
little later, I saw no more chutes,

The bombardier, Lt McCarty, said to count the nunber of chutes from the sécond
plane. I picked the ship up at 1 or 2 o'clock and counted 5 chutes. The plane
was on fire, but seemed to be making wide spirals under control. Two more chutes
opened and the fire on the ship went out, but one engine was trailing black smoke.
I lost the plane under soue clogds but pleked it up again, a minute later, through

a break in the clouds only to lose 1t again completely.

Clarence E. Cropp, 36042028
8gt 600th Bonb Squadron
BIG B-17G Lb~7249.




Statement concerning missing Aircraft B17G 4L4-8636, Pilot lst Lt
Samuel He Palant, O0-684543, 601lst Bomb 35q, 398th Bomb Group (Hv),
on combat mission to Numunater, Germany, on 13 April, 1945,

During the raid over Numunster on 13 April after bombs away and the explo-

sion of two colliding bombs, I looked to the left of our ship and saw a pl=-

ane peeling off on fire. His radio room and No. 3 engine were on fiie. e

made a wide circle to the right and loosing altitude at the same tine. When

they started to bail out I counted eight chutes, the eighth chute caught

fire when the man balled out. Just af'ter the last chute came out, the bomber .
J— | P Y

went into a spin and after about two turms, broke up. The seccnd ship came

from 6 o'clock and went underneath us to 9 o'clock after we turned off the

target. He was loosing altitude fast, but apparently under control. After

he lost quite a little altitude he apparently levelled out and moved over

to two o'clock. The crev started to bail out, as smoke started coming from

No. 3 engine and I saw seven chutes, I watched them fall to the ground.

The plane continued to fly straight ahead and later I lost it in the clouds.

Our navigator said that we were over enemy territory at the time,

i
Hadley J. Olen, 37574627
Sgt - 600th Bomb Squadron
Tail Bunner, Bl7G 44~8627




AFPPA-12
CASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRE

~ . 4 b ; L P ]
Your name __/JOSENT 1 grcof Rank «vo 47 _ Serial No. Tl £ 253

—— P

Organi'/at.‘-on_\lgf nir.'.p Commander Lo énsienank L7 Col.3qn CO ScHo Fielp ank_MaJ
Homo,Gp : (full name) (full name)
What year (rey month _/7/As4  day __/J _ did you go down?

What was the mission, €W Mows JERXR ,target, Iﬁ?/L )/HA’DJ ‘ ,target
time, Ho_Awowlien ¢F ,altitude, /2, coo route escheduled, £4¢<an 0D -
DevMAKK .- ["56'""""# ,route flown SAME

%, Where were yon vhen you lett tormation? OvE&K NVew Mows TER

Did you bail out? ’L/LS

Nid other members ot crew bafl out? Y&s$
4

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft tor whom no
indivicual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts., If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge". Ahbe MemBegs of CREN_
Bakeo eovir

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? Ae 'fﬂowéewe'

What members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual juestionnaires) Aowé&

Where were they in aircraft? New&

What was their condition? NeNE

When, where, and in what condition did you lust see any members not already des-
cribed above? 7/7/4 & CNANER jfﬁ/ougll WevNOE O, W",gg 7 Reww /o
Hospi7nd NEAK 2Z AANENT iy CEEMANY

Please give any similar information on personnel oyny other crew ot which you
(4

have knowledge. Indicate source of information. /fyowli'goé'

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

6-3462, AF
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