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Besfcr Lir of Inquirs £r Mvs Luole ¥. Campbe’l, 9 Feb 535,
7. Caxpball, 0505055 "

2nd Lt Charles 3 jletts, G-2060321. (¥14)
prs Yirginis ¥ lLetts ' (Yother)
517 Boach Court . ' :
rort Fleres, Florida

1st Lt Relph © Lewts, 0-707285
¥rs Mayllis ¥ ieuts {(¥ife}
127 Zast Lotust :
I.‘bsnon, anuyl'anin.

&ad Lt “illism % Butters, 6-865701
‘¥rs Leone {(folmvey) !mmn {774Pe)
S27 Taylor Strect
Grouzd lLedge, Cichigsn

/3¢t Howerd T Aogers, 18183676
Wrs Finnie 0 Rogers (Nother)
2321 rerced Strevet
Zragno, Califorzia

2/57t Robort C Meyfield, 13313344
Yargaret J NeXary (Bister)
414 atn Street

- laol Tavem, FPennzylvanie

S/Sgt %illiem 5 Shweate, 18198856
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Jehngon Warren L, €03 lst Lt

| 0-823874  970-4
Steckman, Albert J. &03 1st Lt 0-767560 56—V '

3, 603 1st Lt 0-767686 Z17-P

_Staver J ._.-_6_03 1t Lt 0-768107 190-L
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- Captain 0-568990 Asst, intel, O,
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Statement concerning Misaing Aircraft Bl7¢ 44-38824, Pilot, C.A., Colopel
Frank P Bunter dJr., 0-19083, Headquarters 335th Bomb Group Ev on Combat
¥isgion to Neuss, Germany 23 Jarmuery 1945,

We were llyirg pumber two in the low low element of the lead Sg.
As the togglier couldn’t see the lead ship very well because cof contrails,
I was watching for bombs away as a double check. TWnen Colonel Huntert's
ship was hit I would say sbout where the star is on the under sice of the
right wing, the wing brokec off and the piece came back past us. (This
measures about fifteen feet from the end of the wing). When it was hit,
the ship fell olf to the right crossing in fromt of us. I followed it
down shouk two thousand feet and it hed made about three-fourths of the
first spin. I didn't szee anyone get out and sm doubtful if they could,
because the ship aseemed to be totally out of control.

% A{/M/

Amﬁ D Gxncm '0-711648
1st Lt, Air Corps
Co-Pilot, Bi7G

4418 T
2107170




Statement concerning missing aireraft Bl7G 44-8824, Filot, G.A., Colonel
Frank P Hunter Jr, 0-19Y083, Headquarters 358th Bomb Group Zv on Cambat
yission to Weuss, Germany 23 Januury 1943.

On the bomb run there were dense persistent contreils from our own
group and just befcre the lead ship was bhit we crossed benind another
group cutting down visibility that much more. The flak was very accuruste
and it we. apparant the fizk batteries were tracixing the iead element.

I saw txo bursts explode about fifty fest below the lead ship wnd at the
same time one exploded in or on tiae right wing tip of the leasd ship.
About four 1o six feet of the right wing dis:ppearad entirely, the ship
started a slow rpll to the right and when completely upside down headed
straight down. Because of poor visibility it was difi'icult to follow and

althouzh I ¢alled my ball gunner to watch it, he could not pick it up.
I saw no chutes and there wa.. no evidence of fire.

O\
ANDRE, R TEQAS, C-767586

lst ut, air Corps
Pilot, 42-97317




Statement concerring missing aircraft B17G «4-8824, Pilet, C.A., Colonel
Prank . Hunter, Jr., O-1908%, Hoeadquarterz 398th Bomb Group Ev on Combat
Mission te Nesusz, Germany, 23 Januery 1945,

I was flying on Col Hunter's right wing when it was struck by
a burst of flak, The shell seemed to enter the wing and explode
inside without showing any smoke or flames. I would say that the
right wing was knocked off near &r very mear the right landing
light. Apparertly Col Hunter had drained his tokye's for there cidn't a
seex to be any sas in the air nor any trace of flame. His ship rolled
into a berk to the right and passed under the nose of my ship. Prom

here on I was busy on the bomb run and saw nothing further in regards to
Col Hunter's aircraft.

JOHN E MITH, 0-822834
1lst Lt, Air Cerps
Pilot, - 8475
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i _ Statement concerning missing aireraft Bl75 44-8824, Pilot, C.h., Colorel
Frank P Runter Jr., 0-15083, Headgquertsrs 3S8th 3cmb Group Zv on Combat
Yission to Neuss, Germeny 23 January 1943,

About one minute before bombs away I neard our pilot ver interphorne
state that the lead ship had been hit. My turret was facing 12 etclock.
The ship appesred to be about fifty feet below at ten-thirty whem I first
saw it. At thet time its right wing was straight up. Then the shir
seemed to level off a second or two and then started in what appeared to
be & controlled banking diie to the left. My Turret was at 8 o’clock when
I lost sight of the ship, about ome thousand feet below, in the contrails,

oy

EENNETE I CEESSHIR, 37486008

:_'_‘-‘ S/Sgt, 608rd Bomb Sg
o Ball Turret Guuner, 43-38631




3tate~eut concerning missing eircceft 217G 44-85g24, Pilot, J.A.,

Jolonel
Frepx P Aunter Jr., 0-15080

Yeadgquartars 358th Bemb 3roud iiv ou Combat

e
]
iission to Eeuss, Cermany, 23 Jenuory 1lvéd.

About one minute before bombe away orn the missiorn ©o XNeusg, Germeny
23 Janustvy 1945, I sew the lead ship receive a direct hit in the right
wing, about half way betwwen the number four engine arc the end of the
wing. The ship lurched to the left upon impact, the end of the right wing
breke off, and the ship started in about a fifty degree dive tec the right
gradually tw ing over or its back. It glided down this wey for about a
thousand feet anc ther appeared to go into a slow barrel rollirg spin.
I saw it spin arourd sbout twice and then I had to watch for bombs away.
Fe was about two thousand feet below and to the left of us when I lact

saw him. I saw no one leave the ship and there appeared to be no fires.
The ship had not ealvoed the bombs when I last saw it.

ROBERT {/SEERKEK, 36679736
S/Sgt, €03rd EBomb Sq
Togglicr, B17G 43-38562




tement concerning Yissing sireraft NG 44-8824, Pilot, S.a., Yolonel
eri © Runver Jr., C=19C Beedquarters 398ta Bomb Group Zv on Combat

R
ssion to Neuss, Jermsny O Jenuury lv<d.

Just prior to bombs away Jobserved a dirsct flsk hit on the right
wing tip of the lead ship (224-A). It immediately turmed on its dack,
rczed down and started inte a spin. TWhen last observed it had completed
ens znd ore-half turpe and was still in the spin. Iz my ¢pihion the spir
was tighteniug when last seen. The damage to the right wing was quite
extonsive. The right wing tip was completely gone, right aileron destroyed,
and mogt of tirailing sactiom of parel gore. Bombs were not released and when
I last saw the shi;y no bodies or chutes had appeared. It was cdown about a
thousand or fifteer hundred feet when ocur wing obstructed my vision.

L e

ROBERLS IUCY, O-772424
lst Lt, air Corps
Co-Filot, B17 43-383970
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398TH BOMBARDKENT GROUP HV
Neuss, Germany 23 January 1945

Lead Squadron st Initial Point

Hurter
Gonzales

“Scott

b \Smith

NCEE

" . Svapgler

, X~8669-G

. ~

Thomas “Stevens ~Stockman
A-7317-F A-8631-T A-8562

¥atthew

l[-2h87§
HYNDMAN
N-7150-L

low Sguadron at itial Point

Hancock
Hail

A-8697

Shappell
E-8627-2

F—8652-V

Saferits
E-8500~-F

Eenyon

M-721,9-F
Shimek &rinter
W-2519--A KE=-8993~Y




21w/3/13/45

Sels Frank P. Bunted, 7.
Cogte WAlliac P Comphell
Caph. ¥illlas J. Besterieh
1at. 14, Pederiee Oeomalds:
2%, ite BYgh K. 1smba, Mre
2ebe it Tillism . Drsters
206, Ae Ohariss X. iote
2/3g% Bemrd T, Roprs
T/3qt. 20bors C. Eeyliedd

o/Bgt. Sl i, Semmbe

BT

I
L
i :

Iy
!
!
]

i
i

s
y
z

il

7o
;

i
5

I
;

i
i
;

EE
i
]

» &

o oy
]
;

3
il

i
]



’

‘3

14T
14
!

1y
fi
i

e
b~ |
$2denen,




