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A d i r e c t  t i t  on the t a i l  blew o f f  most of  the ver t icd l  s t a b i l i z e r .  
T a r t  of the horizontal  s t a b i l i z e r ,  pad a l l  of the tail ,os i t ion from 

I was in the r d i o  room when t h i s  b.zened--and the  t d l  wheel back. 
all I s a w  wzs the results o f  the b l a s t .  I think the tail gunner was 
d e f i n i t e l y  killed, although his body was blown c lzar  o f  t b  ship. 

Yaen the bail-out signal was given, the t a l l  t u r r e t  gonner. w a i s t  
gurmer md I lined up in that order a t  t h e  wdst escape hatch. 
t u r r e t  gunner w a s  loo$ healthy at the time. I eaw him b a i l  o u t  and I 
saw  XI^ parachute open safely.  There in a strong p o s s i b i l i t y  that he 
d o n  within enemy linea, became the  waist gunner an& 1 l a d e d  within 
two thousand yards of the nearest  enemy position. 
toward our lines. 

The ball 

The ahlp vaa head.ix 
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?:.>?her f o . 2  engixe r e c e i v e a  P d i r e z t  h i t  and L t  B l a c h c l l  few-kered 
Fi+hil? a coupie 3f minutes  re recei-La ano the r  d i r e c t  tit 

I c a l l e d  t3.e ball t * & , r e t  o p e r s t o r ,  Bob k v g u s t i n  
.efter a coxple  o f  a t - tmrr t s  he answered- th&c he 

the ; rope l l c r .  
IC o r  near t h e  'cor.5 bay. 
t o  see if he was n l r ' g h t .  
was a l r j g h t  axd  had^?^ bee= Et. 
t c  put on his c h ~ t e .  
A t  t h e  .same t i m e  we received P c o t h e r  h i t  d i r e c t l y  i o  the tail quanor; 3 o s i t i o n .  
I saw *.e t a i l  ins tan t ly  d i s s a p e a r  an6 a l s o  t h o  .tat: bpnz"r--Si-cons. 
he xwer h e w  what kuppente. 
a50-t e. zimte t h e  :o-?ilot gav? t5e  j a i l  3,nt ca l l .  
f i r s t  can sct 9 ~ l d  I s m  his ch.~+n o p a .  
operator--fI'-11yer Srown-- -8  8 l r i g h t .  
a l r i g h t  so I bai lee  o u t  an6 he f ? l l c w e d .  
chu te s  that I think -8  Bob's a rd  Srom's .  1 landed a b m t  two fiousanc 
;- ids  f r c r  t h e  en- l i n e s .  

Ye came o u t  of the b r i t  =d I t o l d  !-AT 
Ee  it i t  or. i r z e d i n t ~ l y  and came bnck t o  where 1 was.  

I h c a  
I ca l l i c  in t h e  d w s r e  tc t h e  p i l o t  mi in 

huprj t in  m u  the 

?e ~ F R F  ete-ding behind me a s d  mas 
'?II thr n a y  dum I 33% two o t h e r  

I look+ arcuna  ts see if t?.e r a d i o  
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i Cmbat Y ? s s i o n  to 3rettevjIle l e  Rabet, Prance 8 A*lzust 1944. 
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=le W E & -  on bomb run leading low sqpaj loa of low group about 
two or %bee  ~fnutar before bortw m y ,  I sau Lt BIaskue11's shlD 
receive a direct fhk 3% in tall gurnsrr coapartment aal coPplstel_c 
knocked It  off  and half of :bo rudder. I t  looked (LI If a S o b  f e l l  
out the ttil section. The sh%p vas not oct o f  control and it #led 
up out of formation aad Beaded for  f r l e n e  territory, but I did not 
observe th3 sklp aa It vont over ua. 
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