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AIRCRAFT.: w, Eodel and Series B-176 
Model and Scries&1820- m i ? A a  ; (b) =lo&+', (c) %lo3066 

INSTALLED "EXFOX5 (Furnish below Make, Type and Snrjal  kmber) 

gdlrey Hayes Wheel 

m g .  MY. &nerd Motors 
lWg. Div. &nerd  Motors 

savage h s  .50 C a l  AlC mach gun 9C7416 
.50 cal A/C ma& gun 174772 HI-Standard 

.50 -1 A/c 648042 M g .  Mv. Genere1 Hotma 

.50 cal A/C mach g m  633512 big .  Mv. Oeneral ktma 
?rig. Div. General lotors -50 cal A/C msch gun 548432 

j A.A.F. Se r i s l  Number 
A.A.F. Ser ia l  Number -~- 

135994 

972339 
638697 - .  . 

9 

SERIAL NlJkZZR .TPm - - bw! 
.50 ual A/C mp-ch gat 

S-wP Arms .50 cal A/C mach gun 907% 

Rig.  Mv. Qenere.1 k t o r s  .5O czl A/C mach gui 77988 
Prig. Mv. &nerd ht9rs .50 czl A/C ma& gun g976g 

-50 cald / C rsch gun 
-50 Gal A/C redh gun 

* 

. 
d. 

M g .  Mt. General k t o r s  .50 e l  A/C mach gun 647812 

IK~FLTANT: This re-rt vliil be conn~ieil  i n  t rsol icote  by e 
orgenlzntion s;ithin 48 hours of the time an air  
reportcd rissing. 

T C o m d  o r  A j  
croup ; Detachment '0- 398th h b  : squadron 600th 3-b HV 

Intendsd Dcstlnat.io:l- k e a  dr Beturn of  Mission Qpe rational 

1. &ANUUTON: Lo catioll AAF Station 131 

2. SPECIFY: ?oint of 3eparture M Station 131 Courseper atchd track rbzt 

K'EAm CONDITIOIS N9 i?XE:JTi AT '1'7'1.3 CF CRISH OR T.mli LAST RJ3mRm: 

4. G m :  (e) Dz.te 8 
Oiling ana v i s i b i l i t y  m l m r e d  except for hare. 

of l a a t  knam whereabouts of miss!.ng aircreft. 

( Forced Don,  ( Seen t o  crash, or ( Infclmtion not AvaTlable. 
5. AIRcRkFT 7 L k ~  LOST, OR IS BELIEVZD TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS k FESULT OF: (Check o w  

One ( E n ~ n w  Aircmlt, (I E m w  Anti-Ajrcraft, ( Other Circunstances a8 
Follms 

t 1AwT!n;&rox X?59 ; and LocationHr W55a-0034 k' 

(b) S?ecifg whether @ )  Last Sighted, ( ) Last Contacted by Radio, 

9. THE PEPSOE LISTED BEWk? TZRE REPOIiTED AS: (a) Battlc Casualty h!! 
or (b) Non-Bnttle Casualty 
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398th Bomb&&ent Group Hv 
Bretterille le Rabet, France Mission 8 August 1944 

Lead Group 1 s t  "3" b Y  Formation Over Lp 
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B-8 
HapgIEIS 

7223-8 3-2 
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Kalllbn 
&vidsoq 
7982-K 
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Z-G 7078-U B-7 
2WBc 
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Lsbnez 
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3-2 

7789-H 
agsa 

&!!!!Ea 
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B 4  
iia2buL 
78254 F-5 2""O-Y 

b t e r  

Low Croup 1st n B N  CBU. Fornation Over Ip 

P10 

D-6 

a?aiaai 
C-8 769a-a 

% x L l a  
B-!j 2519-A F-9 

C-1 

25364 
aE2!2!A 

D-2 
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HLee3 
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4!mU 
2610-Y 
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- .._ 
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Bye Witness Description of : ! i s ~ i q  Aircraft 9175 42-97399, Pilot ,  Captain 
John !! W a r ,  0-24753, EOOth aamb Squadron, 396th Bomb S r o q  CE bom3.t 
hriasion toRet tev i i le , le  Fabet, ?ra?lcc @ August 1944. 

Captain Rakertr ship was in the lead elepent that I w a 8  to&- 
my bmbr on. 
the number one and two engines of Captdn Balcer's ship r !  the ring broka 
off rrhort  inrtantl.y. 
follow It all the  way down. 

The flak wan intense snd mdb4nly a fire br-e a t  batweon 

¶'he ship went in to  a ti&t spin. I couldrrat 
I didn't see -bow Come out Of the ship. 



m ultnesa Deecrl?tiion of yissins Aircraft Bl7G 42-9739~~  p u o t ,  
Captain John y. Baker, 0-24753, 600th Bomb SQUSdrCin, 3- a b  -up 
on Combat yission t o  Bretteviue l e  Babet, Frace 8 August 1944. 

The left ring was h i t  between w&br o m  and two e w n e r -  
fire broke out and the vi= broh  off &host  Immediately. 

The plane vent dom in an a h o s t  rer t i c l e  spin--to the bert 
of g h o w l e m  there war no fhrther indication of f i r e .  

1 followed the .hip down about six thousand feet rrrd could 
808 no Chter .  I did  not see the 8hip oruh. 
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Qm Rj.itnes? Description of Yissing Aircraft B17G 42-97399, Pilot ,  SnFts in  
Johq I Beker, 0-24759, 600th Bomb Squadror, 398th  Somb Group on Combat 
?fiFissioa t o  3 r e t t e v i l l e  l e  Rabet, France 8 August 1944. 

h 8 t . b c f o n  b a b s  went 8- u33) -tala B.ter18 bit w i n g  mu 
h i t  
mad tn, enginem. 
o n r  and v a t  into 8 tight rpin. 
thourand feet  
no chuter. 

flak 8ab burrt into f h e .  The v i n g  burnt ofi betreen number8 one 
h o s t  h o d i a t e b  the ring cam. o f f  and tho h i p  flipped 

1 0 8 V  no one get  Out m d  abaut tw 
the mound the vhole plane 8eemsd t o  explode. I oav 



1 . .  

3escr ipt ion of Vissirg Aircrsft Bi7G 42-97399, Pi->%, Capbin 
John K Bake?, C-24752, 600th 3mb Squndron, 398th Emb Sroup oc Canbat 
L'ission t o  BrettePillc le 3ric-t, Franc2 9 4 i p s t  1944. 

Crptals %or was flying am deputy lead i n  the high group. We (U 
Sluood'r crm) were fwng just  above and t o  the right of his shlp, 
leading the Ugh rqsadron of the high g~opp. A burst of flak hit close 
$0 captain $&era rmmber three engine i n  the ring causing sudden heavy 
fire, rerulClag i n  the akost W e d l a t e  loss of that rigat Ving, and 
the shlp wefit info a spin. I ~ a w  h b  mpin over three o r  four times In 
about ten hsconbs. 

-1s oGcUsed daring the 'bomb run whereln I waa acting a~ bombardier. 
Hy p i l o t ,  LC &oob, a l s o  observed the incident and on alert ing the crew 
t o  watch the p k r  re did not see any paraclmtec wUle the plane was 
*Bible frw p a i t i o n .  I t  is not irpommlble that parschutes could 
here been ohcrved by planes t o  our rear. 

2nd Lt, Air Corps 
Babardler , Bl7G k-102536-C 
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