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CoNBREEENTL AL
W.R DEP.RTMENT 7382

HEADGUANTERS AllY alR FCRCLo
4 JHINGTCN

.. & goincH, Capt., A¢ e
W ... YISSING AIZ CEEW EEPCRT

IMPORTANT: This regort will be commiled in triolicate by eacl hrmy Air Forces
orgenization within 48 hours of the time an airc is offiecially

reported rissing., -
dRGANTZATTON: Location AAF Station 131 ¢ Cormand or Air Force8th Alr Force
Group 398th Bomb Ev : Squaﬁron 600th Bombd Hv ; Detachment Nons
SFECIFY: Toint of Departure AAF Station 131 Course per _atchd ¢r
Intended Destinaiio: Target Area & Return Tync of Mission_Operational

WEATHER CONDITIONS AKD VY3ZEI_ITY AT T7:E CF CRASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED:

Célling and visibllity wnlimiced except for hasge.

be

5e

GIVE: () Date 8 August 191+ T3 mdkpprox 1259 ; and Location¥r 4855E-0034W
of last known whereabouts of missing a’ircraft,
(b) Specify whether &) Last Sighted, ( ) Last Contacted by Radio,
( ) Forced Dowmn, { )} Seen to erash, or ( ) Informetion not Available,
ATRCRAFT ¥WA. LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF: (Check only

one ( ) Enemy Aireraft, (x) Encmy Anti-Aircraft, ( ) Other Circumstances as
Follows ‘

ATRCRAFT: Tyve, Lodel and Series B-1]® s A.A.F, Serisl Number N2=07390 3(
ENGINES : , Model and SeriesB-1820-97, A A.F. Serial Number

(a) S¥=103209 ; (b) SW-10 3 (c) S¥-103066 ; (d)S¥-1030234
INSTALLED VEAPONS (Furnish below Yske, Type and Serial Fumber) :
Xelsey Hayes Yheel .50 sal A/C mech gun 135994
Savage Arms .50 cal A/C mach gun 907845
Frig. Div, General Motors .50 cald / C mach gun 972339 .
¥rig. Div. General Motors .50 Cal 4/C mech gun 638697 iy
Prig. Div. Generzl Motors .50 c¢al A/C mach gun 77988 s
Frig. Div. Gereral Motors .50 czl1 A/C mach gun 89768 h
Sevage Arms .50 cal 4/C mach gun 9C7416
Hi-Standard .50 cal AfC mach gun 174772
¥rig. Div. General Motors .50 cal A/C mach gun
Frig. Div. CGeneral Motors .50 cal A/C mech gun 633512
Frig. Div. General Motors «50 cal A/C mach gun s48l432
Trig. Div. Generzl Motors .50 cal A/C mach gun 647812

9. THE PERSON> LISTED BELOW WERE REPORTED 4S: (a) Battlc Casuslty MIA

or (b) Non-Battle Casualty

. . ..-.—OF-I!
AN N o =

COFFTDENT I 4L



10, NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD ATRCRAFT: Crew __9 _ ; Passengers
. NMME IF FULL
CREZ “0STTION (fost, Noge Fires)
Pilot '
Co~Pilot
3, Bavigator
4, Bombardier
5. Jog Tarret Gunner _,+ Flelds, Jerome G
6. Radio Gunner L " Johneon, Boy &
7, Tall Gunner 7Y “Earrisou, leonard D
8, RightWalst Guoner . Romeno, Micheel A
9, Ball Tarret Gumner X,.  ¥ilson, Willisx H
10,
11‘
12,
11, IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WRO APR BALIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT
LND CHECL APPRCPRILTE COLUEN TO INDICLTE BASIS FOR SiME:  (Check Only One)

Contacted Saw
Name in Full Sexrial By Lest Saw Foreced
(Last Name First) Rank IMumber Redio Sighted Crash Landip

1. _REBILIOT, BOBEKET § 204 It 9-‘% x
WOODCOGE, WILLIAM B JR 2aad It O=772 X
RORER®ES, JOHE R JE ond It O=772078 X
—mm"mnm 52d Tt ﬁa:ﬂwl‘r ~Y
12, IF PERSOML LFY BELIEVED TO BAVE SURVIVED, ANSwER YES TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

STATEMENTS: (2) Yarachutes were used 3 (b) Persons were scen wallding away )
from sccno of crash 3 or (¢) Any other reason (S<xcc.fy)

ATTACH [ERIAL rHCTOGRATH, MAP, uH.-lRT, OR SKETCI. SdOWING APPRDXII::ATE IOCATION
WHERE ATRCRAFT WAS LAST SEEN.

EYEVITMESS DESCRIPTION OF CRASH, FORCED LANDING, OR QOTHER CIRCUI".STANCF’ PER=
TAINING TO MISSING ATRCRAFT:

(Bye Witnese Statemenis Atteched)

2

-

. A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTEMT OF ‘SELRCH, IF ANY, AND GIVE NAME, RANK AND
E‘?Au RUMEER OF OFFICER IN CH.AGE HE”!E Ho knovlgg_a of search 'beim; nade.

e
Date of Report __10 3 ingnst 19Uk

. //52,;_4/ RV AN A
(Signeture of Premaring Officecr)
WALIIS I CAPMBELL
lst Lt, Air Corps
Statistical Officer

DEEIIAL
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N PR . BT AR
> 398th Bombardment Group Ev .
é Bretteville le Rabet, France Mission 8 Avgust 1944
Lead Group lst #3» %:B"'I Formation Over IP -
B-8 ’
HOPKINS )
YAGNIR b
B=7 7223-A B-2 '
Lehner Kaufmen :
B-5 7138-T Davidson -
Fighers 7982-K B-2 —
3-8 7078-U B-7 Bosel
Moore Hewman B-3 ?7789-E  B-4
7977-R 7053-M Haznan Belme
F.5 2562-G 7825-J
Dunter
Zmdrud
F-4 2506-L F-8
Glark Drigcoll
- - - - T mEO-s Ll Lo

Low Group 1st "B® CBW Forration Over IP

D7
Dalton
Frazier
D-10 7874-  D-1 .
D Zarpeworth ~Beintzelman-Simeral -
. 2607-F 7080-S . D-6 '
Zalrbapks Davie, JA
D-10 71%0-L p . 4 D-5 2565-M D-6
Cucco Blackwell Erown
7385.X 7401-7 73948p 556K
F-8 _
e -
P-2 7337-R F-3
Rudow Doerr
2543-B 2593-C
High Group 1lst "B" CBW Pormation Over IP
t-9
RICE
LOWE, JD
P-6 78467 C-7
Cupminzs Baker
c-8 798X 7399-H Cc-1
Lowe, B - Zlwood
B-5 2519-p F-9 D-2 2536-C D-8
Beed iqgers Johngon AXEor
6083~V 2610-Y 7889-3 F1o 73380
T4
‘ Cobb Xann
\ 6 MS0E g, 7188-6
. oeme
7387-F Lipk

7374.X




Bye Witness Description of Missing Aireraft B175 42-973°9, Pilot, Captain
John ) Beker, 0-24753, €00tk Bomb Squadron, 396th Bomb Group cr vombat
Viasion toRretteviile,le Rabet, Francc 8 August 1944.

Captain Baxer's ship was in the lead elemeni that I was toggling
ny btombs on. The flak wags intense and suddenly a fire droke out between
the umper one and two ongines of Captain Baker's ship anl the wing bdbroks
off zlmost inrtantly. The ship went into a tight spin. I couldn’t
follow it all the way down. I didn't see anybody come out of the ship.

(!:_7 L2 o i d
RORERT X REBILIOT, 0-772076

2nd Lt, Adr Corps
Bombardier, B17¢ 42-102610-Y




EYye Witness pescription of Missing Aircraft BL7G 42-9739y, Pilot,
Captain John ¥. Baker, 0-24753, 600th Bomb Squadron, 3938k Bomb Group
on Combat Mission to Bretteville le Babet, Fraance 8 August 1944.

Our ship was numder three high squacron, high group. Captair
Baker's wos numder two lead element. About two minutes before
bombs away, Captain Baker's ship was hit bdy flak. At that time
we were slightly bebind and to the rear.

The left wing was hit between nuader one and two engines—-
fire droke out and the wing broke off almost immediately.

The plane went down in an almost verticle spin--to the dest
of my knowledge there was no further indication of fire.

I followed the ship down about six thousand feet and could
s8¢0 no chmtes. 1 did not see the ship crash.

AaSaan 8, \ugBamtn N

III.I.I.AI( H Y0ODCOCK JR, 0-77210%
2nd Lt, Alr Corps
Bombardier, 317G ¥3-378%59




Eye Witness Description of Missing Aircraft Bl7G 42-57399, Pilot, Cartain
John ¥ Baker, 0-24752, €00th Bomb Squadror, 29$8th Bomb Croup on Combat
wission to 3retteville le Rabet, France 8 Aungust 1544.

Just  before bombs went away (1303) Csaptain Baker's left wing was
hit by flak and burst into flame. The wing burnt off between nunbers one
and two enginee. Almost ixmediately the wing came off and the ship flipped
over and want into & tight spin. I sav no one get out and about two

" thousand feet from the ground the whole plane sesmed to explode. I saw
no chutes.

Lo J° JOAF
CEN R ROEXRTS JR, 0-772078

2nd 14, Alr Corps
Bombardier, Bl7G #2-97338-C




Eye Witnegs Description of Yissing Aircraft Bi7G 42-97399, Pilot, Captsin
John M Baker, C~24752, 600th 3omd Squadron, 39%th Bomb Sroup or Combat
¥ission to Bretteville le Ratet, France 8 Avgust 1944.

Captaln Bager was flying as deputy lead in the high group. We (Lt
ZBlwvood's creéw) were flying Jjust above and to the right of his ship,
leading the high squadron of the high group. A burst of flak hit close
to Captain Pakers mumber three engine in the wing causing sudden heavy
fire, resulting in the almost immediate loss of that right wing, and
the ship wert into & gpin, I zav him apin over three or four times in
about ten sécOnds.

This occured during the bomb run wherein I was acting as bdombardier,
My pilot, 13 Blwood, also obmerved the incident snd on alerting the crew
to watch the Plan® we did not see any paracimter while the plane was
vieidle frap Our position. It is not impossible that perechutes could
heve been obaerved by planes to our rear.

& Seustt
.-
GEORGE E SCHATZ, 0-757043

2nd It, Air Corps
Bombardier, Bl7G 42-102536-C




' BAKER, John M. '
- OSTREN, Richard 1., Jr.
_ HARRISON, Leonard D.

" AE9RID, Seldy P.

. RONANO, Hichael 2.

' WILSON, Willism H.
m Jenu 8, -
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Scale
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